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arriage solves nothing but tests everything 


Discovering a Christian Marriage 


— * 


Thristians believe that God in- 
ids marriage to be a wonderful, 
isfying, and joyful relationship 
d that He has the power to make 
so. And yet a truly happy mar- 
ge is not a common thing. 

Most of the marriages that fail 
ver reach the divorce court. 

A fine young engineer I know, 
10 is in the process of discovering 
Christian marriage, says, “Mar- 
ie is wonderful, but it doesn’t 
lve personal problems.” This is 
st the point why so many mar- 


re most problems. Actually, in 
elf, it solves none of them. It 
not supposed to! If a person is 
Ss before marriage, he or she 
y well be unhappy afterwards. 
hat really happens is that two 
ople combine their problems 
ven they marry, and living can 
as become even more complicated 
an before. 

Many are surprised when a mar- 
se “suddenly” breaks down. 
Biaze does not fail because 


eh’ 


f the partners suddenly finds 
me else who is more inter- 
. Such a marriage failed long 
> that. It was because the 
age relationship had already 
n down that one of the part- 
began to look elsewhere. 

and women must become 
‘the real causes of unhap- 


By Bruce Larsen 


to infidelity, to alcohol, or to any 
of a hundred kinds of escape, Also, 
we must realize, that no change in 
our circumstances is going to solve 
the real problems in marriage. A 
nicer house, more money, moving 
away from the “in-laws,” or being 
able to have children—none of these 
will deeply change a thing! 
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What is a Christian marriage? 
Basically such a relationship means 
that I can no longer do as I please. 
In too many marriages one or both 
partners do exactly as they please 
and then wonder why things do not 
go better. 

Doing as one pleases can take 
many forms. It can be expressed 
by nagging, or we fight about things 
all the way from where to squeeze 
the tooth paste tube to how to dis- 
cipline the children . . . who spends 
the money most foolishly . . . why 
the house is not kept neater... 
Such fights give the chance to ex- 
press hostility without getting into 
the deeper and more painful issues. 

It ought to be said at this point, 
that when there is this open hostil- 
ity, we can assume that caring still 
exists. The situation is more serious 
when a husband or wife does not 
even care enough to fight or get 
angry, but has the attitude “You 
go your way and I will go mine.” 

Mi ie ee 

When God is truly allowed into 

the lives of one or both of the peo- 
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ple in a marriage, it becomes clear 
that the real cause of unhappiness 
is within the individual. The real 
cause of unhappiness is one’s feel- 
ing that he is not appreciated 
enough, that he, or she, gives more 
love than is received. 

When talking with a couple re- 
cently about their marriage, the 
wife said, “But I always give in. I 
wish just for once that he would 
give in. If he loved me as much as 
I love him, he would.” 

* * * * 

This expressed the basic frustra- 
tion in all unhappy marriages. 

Visualize two solar systems try- 
ing to occupy the same space at the 
same time—two suns vying for 
centre with planets orbiting around 
each. The result would be chaos 
and collision. The same is true of 


a home with conflicting centres and ~ 


with different interests whirling a- 
round each. In some homes such 
a situation is solved by everyone 
else yielding centre place to one. 
Then the home centres around the 
mother, or the father, or a child. 
Peace reigns, but the price is con- 
tinuing frustration and humiliation. 

The difference Christ makes in a 
marriage is that He becomes the 
centre. 
in the same home without conflict. 
When children come, they also find 
their proper place around the true 
centre. This is real peace. 

x ok Ok OR 

Let us express this mathematical- 
ly. In a marriage without Jesus 
Christ, the formula reads 1+1=2. 


Where there are children, 1+1+ © i 
1+1=4. Very simply, this is hell! 


About marriage, the Bible says 
“These two shall become one.” 
Mathematically this means that 1 + 
1=1. This sounds ridiculous in 

(Continued on page 13) 
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THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN 


News and Notes 


Minneapolis, Minn. Pastor Paul Kel- 
ler of Edina Community Lutheran 
Church has resigned to accept a po- 
sition with the Sacred Design Associ- 
ates, a firm that specializes in church 
bulletins. 


Coulter, Iowa. Pastor Leo H. Ander- 
sen of Owatonna, Minn., has accepted 
a call to the Lutheran Church at 
Coulter, Iowa. 


Sleepy Eye, Minn. The congregation 
is now worshipping in their new 
church. Dedication rites are set for 
July 12. 


Pastor Bertrand Jordan former army 
_ chaplain and a member of the Ameri- 
ean Lutheran Church has been trans- 
ferred to the UELC. He has accepted 
a call from Emmaus Lutheran Church, 
McNabb, Ill., and he was installed 
there March 1, by Dr. William Larsen, 
president of synod. 


EB: Salmonhurst, N. B., Canada. Pastor 
2 Fred V. Jensen has resigned his charge 
_ here to accept a call from the church 
at Montreal. 


Whittier, Calif. 75 new members 
were received into St. Andrew Lu- 
theran Church on Palm Sunday. Five 
adults were received by baptism, 
eleven by confirmation. 


Professor Paul C. Nyholm has been 
granted a leave of absence for one 
¥ semester from Trinity Seminary, Du- 
- buque, Iowa. Dr. and Mrs. Nyholm 
é expect to fly from New York May 15 
and stay in Denmark till after Christ- 
a mas. Their address will be Finsensvej 
a 44 B 4, Copenhagen F, Denmark. 
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Some active “young” women! Here 
is an excerpt from a letter to the 
_ synodical treasurer Mr. P. V. Hansen: 
__ The enclosed check of $17.00 is for The 
_ South American Mission from “The 
_ Danish Mission Circle,” a group of 
young Danish ladies in their late 50’s 
__ to the over 94 mark, the oldest mem- 
bers of Our Savior’s Church, Racine, 
_ _Wis., who meet in-their various homes 
once a month. Everything is conduct- 
ed in Danish, singing, scripture, talks 
or readings, the hostess serving re- 
_ freshments. Then an offering is taken 
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is to receive same. Last year they 
sent out $202.00 but as they work in- 
dependently they do not wish their 
gifts to apply on their church budget, 
but above or in addition to same. 


Eugene, Oregon, Bethesda, Luth. 
Church, H. Milton Petersen, pastor, 
and William Lawson, interne pastor. 
Good Friday Bethesda cooperated 
with the other NLC churches of the 
Eugene-Springfield area in holding a 
three hour service at Central Lutheran 
(ELC). This was the first time that 
the Lutheran churches have joined to- 
gether in a service of this type and 
it met with excellent response both 
in attendance and comments. Sitting 
listening to the words of pastors from 
the UELC, ELC and ULCA one could 
also feel a sense of merger. 


On Easter Sunday morning more 
than 1,100 worshippers entered into 
our house of God to share in the joy 
of the message of the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. The day began with a 
“first” for the congregation when for 
the first time a sunrise service was 
held in our beautiful Memorial Park 
that surrounds our church. Despite an 
early morning “chill” coming off the 
mountains on either side of us our at- 
tendance was excellent. The service 
was under the sponsorship of our 
married couples club, “CO-80,” which 
also served a delicious ham and egg 
breakfast in the Parish Hall following 
the service. 


Our Luther League together with 
the league of our sister church, Em- 
maus, went from the sunrise service 
to one of the nearby cafes to enjoy 
their breakfast. 


Identical services were held at 8:30 
and 11:00 at which time Pastor Peter- 
son brought the message using as his 
theme, “The Testimony of the Empty 
Tomb.” Adding to the beauty of the 
service was our Sr. Choir directed by 
Tom O’Brien that sang as their an- 
them, “Allelulia, Christ Has Tri- 
umphed.” 


Our Family Worship service began 
at 9:30 with the Jr. Choir, directed 


_by Mrs. Lois Wilde, leading the con- 


gregation in the processional hymn, 
“Christ The Lord Has Risen Today.” 
This cherub choir also sang the an- 
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Much of our news is received from Re- 
ligious News Service, and the News 
Bureau of the National Lutheran Council. 
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them for the morning “I Know 1 
My Redeemer Lives” after whi 
tern William Lawson preached 
the theme, “Christ’s Resurrectie 
Faith’s Foundation.” | 
The church council also extended 
call, which was accepted, to our pI 
ent intern to remain with the congy 
gation through the summer mont: 
We were indeed fortunate also, 
secure the services of anolier aan 
Delmar Anderson, from Pacific Lf 
theran Seminary, Berkely, Calif., i 
the year of 1959-60. s 
Our intern’s wife, Mrs. Lawson 
presented with an extra special i 
day present when she gave birth ter 
daughter, Jolene Kay, on Februe 
4th. 
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Racine, Wis. The Rev. Ervin Bong 
celebrated his first Easter season ef 
the congregation of Our Savior’s If 
theran Church in Racine, Wis. 
conducting two full festival se ie) 
with the three church choirs assiaal 
during the morning. _ 

The early morning service and ti 
Sunday School program were brig 
ened by the appearance of th 
members of the Junior Choir wi 
new cherry red robes with — 
collars and black ties. The robes @ 
a gift from Miss Viola Albrecht a 
the Senior Choir, and were sewed | 
the mothers of the choir me mbel 
and the Ladies’ Aid under the 124 
manship of Mrs. Allen Moore. 4 
choir was directed by Miss Becky Li 
Petersen and accompanied by WM 
Robert Clauer. > 

The Senior choir which is led © 
Mr. E. A. Norgard and accompani 
by the church organist, Mrs. He d6 
Christensen, sang iat both servi 
The Boys’ Choir of 40 voices sa 
the S. S program and the second 
ice. The boys, who are from > 
to twelve years of age wore 
robes with red bow ties and 
They are led by Mr. Donald E. 
son and are accompanied by M 
man Greenfeldt. = 


Pastor Chris. Christensen d 
April 4 and was buried at L 
N. Y. on April 7. At the tin 
death Pastor Christensen togeth 
his wife lived at 37 North Ce 
Avenue, Hartsdale, New York 
many years the family lived a 
ens, N. Y. Pastor Christensen 
years of age at the time of his 
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ditorials and Comments 


EVANGELISM AGAIN 


We expected some reactions to our editorial in the March 
h issue, when we discussed methods of evangelism, and 
= got them. Most of the writers told us we were wrong. 
ley were disappointed, and they were surprised. We are 
ippy that the editorial was read and we would like to 
‘ep the discussion alive. 


First, let us refer again to the editorial March 9, and 
int out that we wrote about methods of evangelism. We 
d not write against evangelism. Our letter writers should 
ive noticed that. The main work of the church is to evan- 
lize, so we would never think of writing one single sen- 
nce against evangelism. But since evangelism is the main 
ork of the church, we want to make our pastors and lay 
ple think about, how this work should be done. 


We suggested one method, and we believe the best method. 
e suggested that the emphasis should be placed on people 
ho live their daily lives as Christians. Members who 


a 


ye Christ in their daily vocation make an impact on peo- 
e who are not Christians. 


It seems to us that too many church members are only 
inday Christians. We have recently read the autobi- 
raphy. of Pastor Christian Bartholdy, the leader of Inner 
ission in Denmark. That movement is always talking 
yout revival, they pray about it and write about it. But 
hen you read the book you get the impression that the 
iritual impact was made by individuals. One individual 
as a witness to some other individual, and that individual 
gan to seek God. Thus they were drawn to the church. 
1ey heard and they believed. 


Me writer said that a home mission congregation would 
ver get started if there was no organized visitation. We 
ant that when a congregation is to be organized it is im- 
tant to have organized visitation. But the Biblical meth- 
' is that one believer lives and witnesses so that others 
come believers. 


“is a dead congregation when the members are not 
their Christian faith. It does not really matter how 
- attend church, if the preaching does not make the 
ers living witnesses. 


ganized visitation certainly must be characterized as 
ext best method. Should there not be so much life 
ove in the church member that he becomes concerned 
his unchurched neighbor. We contend that the good 
member should not wait to witness till he is made 
mber of a team that goes out once a month to call on 


urched. 
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Perhaps all the PTR missions and the campaigns of Billy 
Graham etc., should be changed into missions to pastors, 
who are given help to help their members live that deeper 
life, which makes them witnesses. 


The Book of Acts speaks about people being added daily 
to those that were saved. We are inclined to think that 
the emphasis on this daily witnessing which brings people 
to Christ daiiy, will win more disciples than when the 


emphasis is placed on the great campaigns and mass move- 
ments, 


Chances are that this daily witnessing may even produce 
a mass movment. 


Modern secularized man does not think religiously. He 
knows very little about his faith. He interprets life from 
a materialistic point of view all the time. How can he 
learn to live a Christian life? We believe that he cannot 
learn to live it in any other way than by seeing it lived 
by others. 


That brings us to the passage in Ephesians 4:11, “And 
his gifts were that some should be apostles, some prophets, 
some evangelists, some pastors and teachers .. .” 


We fear that we sometimes take out the word “evange- 
lists’ and forget the rest of the chapter. Let us note some 
of the phrases in this chapter that should characterize a 
Christian congregation. 


The members are asked “to lead a life worthy of the 
calling to which you have been called.” 


They “must no longer live as the Gentiles do.” 


Paul tells them to “Put off your old nature...” and — 
they are to “Put on the new creature.” 


falsehood.” 


The whole Epistle to the Ephesians speaks of the Christian 
life as it is to be lived in the world. Every chapter gives — 
suggestions about the Christian life. 


It is easier to get men to go out an evening and invite : 
some to the church, than to challenge them to live accord- 
ing to the Epistle to the Ephesians. 


This simply means that every Christian should be an — 
evangelist in some way. This must always be number one. 


FROM TEENS TO MARRIAGE 


Many books on love and marriage appear. Some of them — 
are good and some of them are not so good. However, the — 
book, “From Teens to Marriage,’ by Reuben D. Behlmer, 
Concordia Publ. House, is one that may be put into the 
hands of all parents and young people. The first part of 


the book speaks of man in general. The last and by far ot 


the greater part discusses the story of love and marriage. 


All such problems as dating and the honeymoon are dis- # 3 


cussed. Here is a good book for all families interested in o 
this subject. Price $1.95, 7 


Also put “away 


a 
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Church News from here and there 


CATHOLIC EDUCATOR WARNS 
AGAINST ‘COMPROMISING’ 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

The president of a Roman Catholic 
college at St. Paul, Minn., has warned 
that if the public school system of the 
nation is “seriously compromised or 
weakened,” the Catholic Church 
“would be one of the first institutions 
to feel the ill effects of this unfortun- 
ate decline.” 

The Very Rev. James P. Shannon, 
head of the College of St. Thomas, 
said the public school system “must 
be strong and vigorous if American 
society is to survive.” 

“Tf it does not survive,’ he said, 
“the Catholics and others who have 
contributed to its decline will have 
won a battle of very questionable 
value and lost a priceless heritage.” 

Father Shannon, who recently ac- 
cepted the appointment to the St. Paul 
“Citizens’ Committee on Public 
Schools,” made his comments in the 
college newspaper. 

It is not true, he said, that Catholics 
are uninterested in public schools and 
voted down municipal bond issues 
simply because they are already bear- 
ing the double burden of taxes for 
public schools and parish assessments 
for parochial schools. 

“The Catholics in the United States 


- should, and for the most part do, I 


believe, realize how important it is for 
this nation to have good public schools 
and competent teachers in charge of 
them,” he said. 

“By far the greater number of our 


- American children are educated in 


public schools, and if their instruction 
is poorly done or if they do not re- 


: ceive a solid education, they will be 
ignorant men and women unable to 
use wisely their political franchise, 


unable to distinguish selfish interests 
from the common good and unable to 
understand or appreciate the fact that 


_ American freedom is the right of all 


men because they are the children of 
‘God... .” 

Purpose of the Citizens’ Committee 
on Public Schools, Father Shannon 
pointed out, is to “re-examine calmly 
and seriously the present position of 
the tax-supported elementary and 


; ‘secondary schools of this city.” 


WOMEN LEAD IN LUTHERAN 


* ‘SUNDAY SCHOOL ATTENDANCE 


More women than men attend Sun- 


_ day school classes of four Lutheran 
_ denominations, a parish education sur- 
_ vey showed. 


Taken to aid in the development of 
a common curriculum for the four 


groups, the survey revealed that wom- 


en make up 57.1 per cent of all adult 
classes. 

Also revealed by the survey: more 
women than men teach Sunday school 
classes in the four churches, and adult 
women students prefer men as teach- 
ers. 

Made under the direction of Dr. 
W. Kent Gilbert, of the Board of Par- 
ish Education of the United Lutheran 
Church in America, the survey sampled 
Sunday schools of that Church, and 
the Augustana, American Evangelical 
and Finnish Evangelical Lutheran 
Churches. The four groups are now 
engaged in merger negotiations. 

Dr. Gilbert said the survey showed 
that about the same number of boys 
as girls were registered on parish 
nursery rolls, but that in high school 
classes, 52.2 per cent of pupils were 
girls. 


WOMAN BREAKS 900-YEAR 
TRADITION: PREACHES IN 
LUTHERAN CATHEDRAL 

For the first time in its 900-year 
history, a woman preached a sermon 
in the Lutheran Cathedral of Nidaros 
at Trondheim, Norway. 

She was Dr. Margit Sahlin, a gradu- 
ate of a Swedish theological academy, 
who has long been active in Christian 
youth work. 


MEASURE WOULD AID RETIRED 
MINISTERS ON SOCIAL SECURITY 


Washington, D. C. (RNS)—A bill to 
provide that a minister need not count 
the rental value of a parsonage as 
“earned income” in determining his 
eligibility for Social Security benefits 
after the age of 65 has been intro- 
duced in Congress by Rep. Robert N. 
Griffin (R.-Mich.). 

The measure is similar to one spon- 
sored by Mr. Griffin in the last ses- 
sion of Congress. 


It is designed to overcome an un- 
foreseen side effect of the so-called 
Kerr amendment, sponsored by Sen. 
Robert S, Kerr (D.-Okl.a), which per- 
mits ministers to count rental value 
of their parsonages in computing the 
income on which = pay Social Se- 
curity taxes. 


Sen. Kerr intended his amendment 
as an aid to ministers of small church- 
es who receive less than $4,800 a 
year in cash income. To the extent 
that their income falls below this 
level, such ministers would find their 
Social Security benefits reduced, par- 
ticularly those which would accrue to 
their dependents in event of death. 

Most ministers are able to obtain 
maximum Social Security, however, 


if permitted to count their parson : 
as part of their income. 
After the Kerr amendment 
adopted, the Social Security 7 
stration held that if a retired minis 
continued to live in a parsonage, | 
must count its’ rental value 
“earned income” if he performs s 
vice of any kind for the chure. a 
denomination furnishing his housing 


Since retired persons start los 
their Social Security aid if 
earned income exceeds $1,200 a y 
this has meant that retired ministi 
cannot serve small rural charges or 
part-time basis in exchange for how 
ing, a practice which has been coo 
mon in some of the rural areas of M 
Griffin’s Michigan constituency. ‘ht 
either have to forego virtually — 
cash income or lose their Social § 
curity payments, he pointed out. 

Rep. Griffin said that Congress 
tended the parsonage rental amen 
ment to help young ministers wha 
cash income is small, not to handic 
retired ministers who preach 
sionally. 


The bill, H.R. 5310, has been 1 
ferred to the House Ways ans Mee 
Committee. 

RELIGIOUS BOOM ANALYZED 

Dr. C. Warren Hovland, chairms 
of the religion and philosophy deni 


ments at Oregon State College, a4 
a 


vallis, Ore., declared that a “religi 
boom” and a “religious renaissar 
are going on at the same time 
America. 


In an address on the “Image 
Man in Contemporary Theology,’ 
called the religious boom a “mounti 
religiosity” as shown in church ati 
ance, and in movies, TV, books 
magazines with religious themes. 
renaissance, he stressed, is going | on 
theological circles where man’s trad 
tional problems are being confront 
“comprehensively and creatively.” 

“Popular piety puts forth with. 
too simple, too superficial kind 
answer,” Dr. Hovland observed. | 

“If you have a headache, ake ¢ 
aspirin; if the ache is lower thi 
the head, take an Alka-Seltzer or 
Bromo-Seltzer. But if you can’t q ull 
locate the ache and it comes _ ne¢ 
lously or pervasively from conscie 
or the soul or the spirit—or fr 
atom—then take God.” 


Men are searching for sg 
in religion despite apparent. 
ficiality, he asserted. They v 
know the reason why their exi 
is as it is. However, this re 
“doesn’t seem to affect the 
conduct of most Americans 
decisive areas a everyda 
added. Se 
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THE WASHINGTON OBSERVER 


By Gerhard Lenski 


2. MACMILLAN’S APPROACH 


To agree to negotiate is not to 
indon one’s principles; it is to find 
true forum in maintaining them. 
iat we have now to do with our al- 
3 is to work out a common policy 
ich combines firmness with reason- 
enes. It is the right mixture of 
Se which will again provide 
ength and unity of the free world.” 
These are the words of Great Brit- 
*s Prime Minister Harold MacMil- 
. They were spoken as he stepped 
“the plane that brought him from 
gland to Canada and thence to the 
ited States to confer with President 
enhower. From the viewpoint of 
igion we might wish there were in 
se words some expression of de- 
mination to maintain the right as 
ll as to be firm and reasonable. 
€n so, these words carry their own 
ong appeal. There is every reason 
believe that their speaker, Mr. Mac- 
llan, is both courageous and right- 
nded, so sure of the rightness of his 
ise. that he is not afraid to discuss 
anywhere. 

What about these words applied to 
> disunity of the present day church- 
uation? “To agree to negotiate’— 
ght that not help divided, quarrel- 
3 Lutherans to understand one an- 
ler better? Might that not clear up 
me of our denominational differ- 
es and even help us to understand 
better than we do? After all, 
ys Mr. MacMillan: ‘To agree to ne- 


is not to abandon one’s prin- 
; it is to find the true forum 


maintain them.” 

“qErs TALK IT OVER!” 
a much real information has leak- 
out as to what conclusions were 
hed by Prime Minister, Mr. Mac- 
an, and our own President Eisen- 
in their recent talk-sessions 
in Camp David, the President’s 
t in the fastness of Mount Ca- 
, in nearby Pennsylvania. 

n so, some very definite words 


fillan. Quite, obviously, he is a 
who believes in talking things 
To be sure, talks may fail and 
rds may be wasted. But there may 
the chance that, amid the 
r of words. some truth may pene- 

bone-encased brain and a new 
ay shine where darkness has 
to reigned. If this should trans- 
ow good! And even the barest, 
N er chance that this may hap- 

ul d always be comer and 


acted upo.. Surely, something like 
this is the spirit and attitude of Mr. 
MacMillan. 

Mr. MacMillan has implemented his 
conviction with action. He has gone 
to the mountain and not waited for 
the mountain to come to him. He has 
visited De Gaulle. He has called on 
Adenauer. He has personally talked 
with Diefenbaker. He has risked in- 
sult and refusal by going all the way 
to the Kremlin to talk with Khrush- 
chev in face to face style. Now he 
visits President Eisenhower, first call- 
ing on and paying his respects to ail- 
ing John Foster Dulles. Whatever his 
peculiar position, the forthrightness, 
the communicability, the friendliness 
and the energy of Mr. MacMillan are 
commendable. 

But is Mr. MacMillan wise and right, 
recommending as we believe he does, 
a summit conference to be held with 
Mr. Khrushchev in the interest of 
straightening out the Berlin situation 
and protecting the world from a sud- 
den outbreak of war? We believe he 
is. And while it is entirely too early 
to venture a prediction, we would 
dare to venture the feeling that the 
adamant attitude of our President not 
to negotiate with the Russians has now 
been considerably altered and that 
such a summit conference is both like- 
ly to be held and even now imminent. 

After all, why not talk it over? 
Isolation solves few problems in the 
field of international relationships. A- 
loofness begets unfriendliness and mis- 
understanding and these are the fuel 
that feeds the flames of war. 

Should a summit conference be held 
—a successful one—how deep and 
great would be the world’s debt of 
gratitude to Mr. MacMillan! Let’s try 
to hold such a one! 


MR. REUTHER AGAIN 


Mr. Reuther is very vocal. Perhaps, 
instead of saying that he is heard 
“again,” we should more properly say 
that there have been few times in 
recent months and weeks when his 
resonant voice has not been heard 
echoing and reverberating up and 
down the land. 

But like it or like it not, Mr. Reu- 
ther is saying some things that the 
most of us, comfortable, over-weight, 
citizens need to hear. Nearly 5,000,000 
persons in our land (Mr. Reuther says 
the real figure is closer to 6,500,000) 
are unemployed. This is serious. This 
must not be taken lightly. So says 
Mr. Reuther. 

Yes, about half of these unemployed 


5 


now draw unemployment benefits. 
But all the while new unemployed 
are being added to the benefit roster 
while a corresponding or even larger 
number is dropped, their benefits hav- 
ing been exhausted. In short, says 
Mr. Reuther, the situation is worsen- 
ing, not bettering. Meanwhile the 
Labor Department in Washington ap- 


pears to confirm Mr. Reuther’s state-. 


ments by advising Congressional lead- 
ers to look into the matter carefully 
and to remember that this unemploy- 
ment situation, as it now exists, is 
likely to continue with us for a long 
time to come. 

Mr. Reuther goes on to say: “Ike 
has spent so much time behind a golf 
ball that he has got the American 
people standing behind the eight ball.” 
This isn’t complimentary language. 
While we might hesitate to make it 
as pointed and as personal as Mr. 
Reuther does, we do feel that the 
criticism expressed therein is a valid 
one for many among us. Especially 
might this be the case with those of 
us who are prosperous and gainfully 
employed, who call ourselves Chris- 
tians, but who still manage to shrug 
off the present problem, saying: “Oh, 
it’s just Walter Reuther agitating a- 
gain!” 


AMBASSADOR TO BOLIVIA - 


Special interest attaches to the 
country of Bolivia these days. 

An article, published in Time maga- 
zine, March 2, has cited Bolivian of- 


ficials as having mishandled funds 


advanced by the United States, a sum — 


of $120 million provided since 1954. 
This article has provoked deep resent- 
ment in Bolivia and American popu- 
larity is said to have reached a new 
low in an area where it was never 
really high. While Bolivia’s foreign 
relationships are disturbed, internal 
affairs are likewise chaotic. Econom- 
ically there 


industries are serving an ultimatum 


is great difficulty. At = 
this time laborers in one of the major 
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ery 


on the government, demanding higher _ 


wages under the threat of a general ee 


strike. 
Representing the United States in 


this trouble-area will be a newly ap-_ 


pointed Ambassador, Dr. Carl Strom. — fe . 


Dr. Strom is a Lutheran, a graduate 
of Luther College, Decorah, Iowa and 


a member of Grace Lutheran Church 
He has -re-( sam 


in the nation’s capital. 
cently completed a period of service 


as Ambassador in another hot-spot, 
Cambodia, in the Far East. His work 
there, successfully carried out under — 


tremendous difficulties and _ severe 
pressure, 
choice for this Bolivian assignment, 
one probably even more difficult than 


his former one. 


: ee * 
makes him an admirable 
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“Magnificent Succession of Roman Popes” 


TWENTY-THREE JOHNS PLUS (?) ONE 


Michelangelo has called the magnifi- 
cent doors of the Baptistry in Flor- 
ence, sculptured by Lorenzo Ghiberti 
from 1425 to 1447, “the doors to Para- 
dise.” Some years ago I _ passed 
through these doors to visit the tomb 
of a man who was all but forgotten 
until a few weeks ago. I stopped be- 
fore a massive sarcophagus on whose 
top the sculptured figure of a pope 
was reclining and looking at the visi- 
tor with forbidding eyes. On the side 
of the coffin I read: 


IOANESQUODAMPAPA 
XXITIOBIITFIORENT 
ANODNIMCCCCXVIIII 
XIKALENDASIANVARII 


In English: “Here lies John XXIII, 


a former pope, who died in Florence 


A.D. 1419 on the 22d of December.” 
Lorenzo de’ Medici had commissioned 
_ Donatello to build this worthy resting 


_ place for the man whom our cicerone 


called il Antipapa Giovanni (the anti- 
pope John. He told us that the pope, 
whose real name had been Baldassare 
Cossa, had been in his youth un pirata 


— The Encyclopaedia Britannica calls 


him a corsair—but had worked his 
way up to the papacy by employing 
various crooked means, until he was 
finally ousted from it at the Council 


of Constance in 1415, when he had 
tried to flee from the city disguised as 


a peasant with a crossbow slung over 
his shoulder. 

The guide also explained that the 
antipope had been put into a dungeon 
with the archheretic John Huss but 
had been released later and at Flor- 


ence had paid homage to the new 
_ pope, Martin V, who forgave him and 


appointed him cardinal bishop of Tus- 


culum, a dignity which the former 


John XXIII enjoyed for only a few 


- months. 


This episode came to my mind on 


rs Tuesday, October 28, when one of our 
- students gave a report on John Huss 


and mentioned that the former sea 


_ pirate had been imprisoned with the 


Bohemian reformer. “ I wonder,” he 


"Reprinted from the Dec. 13, 1958, 


issue of the Lutheran Standard by 


permission of the publisher and the 


author, professor of modern languages 


_ at Wartburg College, Waverly, Iowa. 


BY WALTER G. TILLMANNS 


concluded his report, “what these two 
men talked about in their dungeon.” 

This was early in the morning. Aft- 
erward I went to the Waterloo Con- 
ference meeting at Parkersburg, Iowa, 
where a group of pastors stood around 
in the sun discussing the smoke signals 


emanating from the Sistine Chapel and. 


wondering whether the new pope 
would take the name Pius, Benedict, 
Gregory, Clement, or Leo. 

No one suggested that he might take 
the name John. Since we had been 
away from our car radio for several 
hours, we did not know that we al- 
ready had another John. His face 
(friendly) and his figure (205 pounds) 
were different, but what confused me 
was the number behind his name: 
XXIII. Besides, the AP report stated 
that popes usually take the names of 
predecessors whom they admire most. 
It also intimated that there had been 
another John XXIII who had not been 
quite legitimate, and that John was 
the most popular name among Roman 
popes. 

Since John is also the most popular 
name in the American Lutheran 
Church (every sixth or seventh con- 
gregation is named St. John’s) and 
since someone has figured out that 
every subscriber to the Lutheran 
Standard is either named John or has 
a husband, father grandfather, son, 
grandchild, godchild, godfather, broth- 
er, cousin, or favorite uncle who is 
name John, I decided to take a clos- 
er look at the 23 Johns who had ruled 
the Roman Church before our present 
John. 

Their story gives us a fair cross sec- 
tion of the Church. It shows that the 
rulers of the Roman Church—and we 
were part of it before 1517—are falli- 
ble human beings like churchmen 
everywhere. Some were strong lead- 
ers, some were weak. Some perished 
in strange ways: one died when the 
roof fell in on him, another was poi- 
soned, another was murdered by his 
household staff, another died in prison. 
Perhaps the most startling pope is the 
John who sold his birthright as the 
supreme pontiff of the Universal 
Church to the patriarch of Constanti- 
nople for a pot of gold. 

The reigns of most Johns were brief 
reigns, a fact that was discomfortingly 


Saas a ey Sars a BS. 


pointed out by our wire services 
the new pope, aged 76, took o 
The first John was a bona-fide “Jo ar 
but the second John started the : CL 
tom—continued to this day—of cha ns 
ing his name when he became por] 
He had to. His original name wy 
Mercurius, an abominable heat } 
name. All our Johns ruled in the § 
years between the end of the Weste 
Roman Empire and the eve of 
Reformation. Their story begins w 
the Ostrogoths and Theoderic 
Great. 

Theoderic had sent John I to Co 
stantinople to obtain toleration for 1 
Arians from Emperor Justin the 
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= be: f 


g2eS 


ve 


= 


The Arians were heretics who did } 
believe in the true deity of Chri 
Theoderic was one of them. Johny 
(523526), however, refused to con 
promise his faith, and on his retua 
from Constantinople he was Toy 
oned by the irate Goth and died si 
afterward. He is remembered as. 
John, his day being May 27. 

John II (533—35), who followed 
few years later, was another staw 
defender of the purity of faith ; a 
morals in the Church. He was a maz 
of high principles, fighting against sir 
ony—buying or selling church offices 
and the like—and other abuses. Tr 
third John (561—574 saved Italy ro 
the ravaging Lombards by en! ist " 
the services of the East Roman gene rr 
Narses, who had driven out the Ost re 
goths two decades before. | 

The four Johns of the rte 
eighth centuries are undisti i) 
nonentities. John IV (640—042) Ww 
a Dalmatian by birth. John V (68 
686) came from Syria. He spent 
pontificate mostly in bed. John yy 
(701—705) and John VII (705— 0 
were both Greeks, pawns of the Ea 
Roman Emperor Justinian II. 

The first outstanding John was JoW 
VIII (872—882), who met a tre gic fi | 
He was murdered by hie ae 
own household. His chief meri 
the defense of the Italian 
against the Mohaninadattts 
After the death of Emperor 7 
in 875 he had bestowed the 
crown upon Charles the Bald : 
to win his support. Charles 
was unable to help, and J i 
forced to come to et is 
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nmedans, whom he prevented from 
ering Rome by the promise of a 
ge annual tribute. 
frouble loomed from another quar- 
when Lambert, Duke of Spoleto, 
ked Rome in 878 and held the pope 
soner for 30 days. John was forced 
-make peace with Constantinople 
"recognizing the patriarch of the 
stern Church. But when Constanti- 
ble was unable or unwilling to help 
n against his enemies, he withdrew 
‘recognition. His last years were 
pnt hurling vain anathemas against 
ious enemies until his household 
tired of him and murdered him. 


ohn IX (898—900) made peace 
the enemies of John VIII, but 
d Patter less than two years. 


‘ohn X (914—928) spent his long, 
her infamous pontificate under the 
dow of two women—Theodora, who 
vated him to the throne, and her 
ighter Marozia, who had him as- 
sinated. His greatest merit and, per- 
9s, his only one was that he was a 
| soldier who took the field in 
on against the Mohammedan Sara- 
, over whom he gained a decisive 
ory on the banks of the Garigliano. 


hn XI (931—935), who came to 
> three years after the death of 
ap was the son of the evil Maro- 
nd “the reputed son” of Pope 
pgius III. He became pope at the 
> of 21. Three years later he was 
t into a dungeon, where he is said 
lave died, probably in 935. 

here were five more Johns in the 
century, one worse than the other. 
n XII (955—964) conspired against 
the Great, was driven by him 
the Eternal City, and hid out 
a band of mercenaries in the 
tains of Campania. When Otto 
F tome, John returned with his 
, overthrew the pope who had 
a elected in his stead, but had died 
e Otto could punish the outrage. 
XIII (965—972) was a poli- 
without strong convictions. John 
(983—984) died after a_ brief 
tificate, either by starvation or by 


1 V (985—996), whose venality 
epotism—favoritism shown to 
es—made him very unpopular 
the citizens of Rome, died of a 
before Emperor Otto III arrived 
e to depose him. 
XVI (997—998) pope or anti- 
. wily Calabrian Greek by birth 
avorite of Empress Theophano, 
| scruples against accepting the 
rown from the emperor’s worst 
Forced to flee when Otto III 
ome, he was discovered in his 
- place and brought back to 
where “after enduring cruel 
nominious So he was im- 
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John XVII (1003) ruled only a few 
months. John VIII (1003—1009) was 
deposed and retired to a monastery, 
where he died shortly afterward. 

The most curious gentleman who oc- 
cupied the throne of St. Peter was 
certainly John XIX (1024—1033). He 
ascended the papal chair on orders of 
the powerful house of Tusculum. 
When his rapacious family needed 
money, he agreed, on the payment of 
a large bribe, to grant to the patriarch 
of Costantinople, Rome’s archrival, the 
title of ecumenical bishop. In spite of 
this disregard for ecclesiastical preju- 
dices this very fallible pope was al- 
lowed to live out his life in full pos- 
session of all his dignities, a true signi 
of the low estate of the Church. 

John XX is not there, neither in the 
Catholic Encyclopedia nor anywhere 
else. Where he got lost, I do not know. 

Next we have John XXI, who built 
a beautiful palace in Viterbo. He ruled 
less than a year (Sept. 8, 1276, to 
May 20, 1277) because the roof of the 
palace fell in on him. He is constantly 
referred to as a magician by ignorant 
chroniclers. 

The reign of John XXII (1316 to 
1334), who was probably the most out- 
standing example of a papal politician 
while the Church was in the Babylon- 
ian captivity in Avignon, is too in- 
volved to be treated here in detail. 
More jurist than theologian, John de- 
fended the rights of the papacy with 
zeal and terror. He was at odds with 
princes and heretics. 

During his reign the inquisition had 
a busy schedule, not only against the 
Beghards and the Fraticelli, who were 
murdered in great numbers, but also 
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against the theologians within the 
Church, including the great Occam 
and his followers. The pope put all of 
Germany under the interdict and in 
turn was accused of heresy. He made 
some definitely un-Catholic statements 
about the state of the dead, which he 
retracted, however, shortly before he 
died on December 4, 1334. 


That leaves the unfortunate John 
XXIII (1410—1415), who together with 
two rival popes was deposed by the 
Council of Constance. Although he 
had himself elected pope in 1410 in 
order to end the schism of the two 
antipopes of Rome and Avignon, he 
was caught in the middle and was 
forced to proclaim with his infallible 
voice that the councils of the Church 
have authority over the pope. Then 
the council applied that rule and de- 
posed him. After much suffering he 
came to Florence to do homage to the 
new pope, who had superseded him, 
and was buried with all the honors 
due to a former pope and ruling prince 
of the church. 


Since that time the name of John 
had been shunned by the Roman pon- 
tiffs, and yet it was formerly the most 
popular name among popes 


Now Cardinal Roncalli has taken the 


name and the number of his unfor- 
tunate forerunner. He has chosen the 
name because “twenty-two Johns of 
indisputable legitimacy have 


tificate. 
the smallness of Our name behind 


this magnificent succession of Roman 


Popes” (italics and amazement our 
own [the author’s]). 


The Soul of a Child 


The soul of a child is the loveliest flower 

That grows in the garden of God. 

It climbs from weakness to knowledge and power, 
To the sky from the clay and the clod. 


To beauty and sweetness it grows under care; 
Neglected ’tis ragged and wild. 

Tis a plant that is tender and wondrously rare, 
The sweet wistful soul of a child. 


Be tender, O gardener, and give it its share 
Of moisture, of warmth and of light; 

And let not it lack for painstaking care 

To protect it from frost and blight. 


A glad day shall come when its bloom shall unfold. 
It will seem than an angel has smiled, 

Reflecting a beauty and sweetness untold 

In the sensitive soul of a child. 


—Author Unknown 


been “= 
pope, and almost all had a brief pon- 
We have preferred to hide 
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OVER 60 TV STATIONS SHOW 
“MARTIN LUTHER” FILM 

More than 60 TV outlets have shown 
the “Martin Luther’ movie thus far 
and it was predicted in New York 
that it will be shown over at least 
that many more stations during the 
next twelve months. 

This was reported at the annual 
meeting on March 30 of Lutheran 
Church Productions, Inc., by Robert 
E. A. Lee, executive secretary of the 
organization that commissioned the 
well-known film depicting the Prot- 
estant Reformation of the 16th Cen- 
tury. 

The church film agency is serving 
as its own distributor, according to 

, Mr. Lee, and has established for this 

: purpose a network of Protestant 
church contacts throughout the coun- 

: try. TV schedules are arranged local- 

ly on either a public service or a com- 

» mercially-sponsored basis. 

Television exposure for the movie 
has been greatest in the Central and 
Mid-West areas of the U. S., Mr. Lee 
reported. WBKB Chicago and WISN- 
TV Milwaukee, were the first to tele- 
vise the feature. 

: Other stations that have shown 
“Martin Luther” include KSD-TV St. 
Louis, KYW-TV Cleveland, WWJ-TV 
‘Detroit, WOOD-TV Grand Rapids, 
~ KDAL-TV Duluth, WTCN-TV Minne- 
__apolis- St. Paul, WDAY-TV Fargo and 
_ KAKE-TV Wichita. 

. Most recent showings have been ar- 

ranged for the Luther film on WKBW- 

TV Buffalo. WRVA-TV_ Richmond, 

_ KHQ-TV Spokane, KRPC-TV Houston, 

_ WFAA-TV Dallas, WMAL-TV Wash- 

4 ington, D. C., WFBC-TV Greenville, 

S. C., and CHAT-TV Medicine Hat, 

Alberta. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Lee said, the use 

of foreign language versions of “Martin 

Luther” is increasing. He said a re- 

q voicing of the film into the Japanese 

language is underway in Tokyo and 
that a series of showings in Mexico 
of the Spanish soundtrack version in 
16mm have been launched recently. 

YOUTH, 

THE HOPE OF EVERY AGE 
a By Bess Berry Carr 
- Youth’s morn of life glows with the 
flames 
_ Of happiness and keen desire; 

_ Each passing day in truth proclaims 

No goal too lofty to acquire. 


_. Through sunshine or through shad- 
ss owed _~way 

Youth walks with fortitude and cheer; 
Here joy and gaiety convey 

A shining faith in every year. 


i Youth makes of love life’s cherished 
theme; 

- With confidence he will engage 
In the fulfillment of each dream; 

_ For youth is the hope of every age. 


vq 


en 
4 b 


“Shocked at Sin” 


Editor, The Ansgar Lutheran 


Dir: 


Isn’t it awful that other people are so sinful? It just shocks us 
all to pieces. 


Here, I believe, lies one of the chief errors of the church and of 
respectable society. Both protect themselves from the suffering of 
contemplating their own sins by the simple process of being shocked 
at the sins of others. 


I am not trying to say that we should take sin for granted or that 
we should not take it seriously. But I have long felt that there is a 
deceptive element in this business of showing shock and chagrin 
when we hear of some poor soul who has gotten himself mixed up in 
something quite sordid. I feel that our reaction should not be one of 
shock so much as one of sadness and sympathy. Is not sin one of the 
sicknesses (the main sickness) of humanity? When someone becomes 
seriously ill physically we immediately feel a warm pathos for that 
individual. Should this not be true also with sin? 


Here is a pillar of society who gets himself all besmirched witn 
some grievous sinful blunder. Right away the tongues begin to wag 
and everyone is quick to show shock and chagrin. Adjectives fly thick 
and fast. False sympathy is abundant, and everyone is so shocked at 
it that begins to appear that no one in the congregation or com- 
ne could be capable of such a terrible sin except the poor soul 
who did it. 


This has been one of the tricks of church people down through the 
ages. Show sufficient shock at gross sins and by that means you ab- 
solve yourself of any responsibility for their occurrence. This enables 
the church to sit in proud disdain of the sins of the world and also 
enables it to feel less responsible for what is wrong with the world. 


During Holy Week this year I was pointedly struck with the thought 
again and again how the people who crucified Jesus were the people 
who would in any age have been shocked at sin. Had they today 
read a newspaper account of a poor fellow who yielded to temptation 
and ran off with someone else’s wife, etc., etc., they would express 
shock and disdain. They would wash their hands of him (as Pilate). 
They would indeed say, “I am innocent of this man’s blood.” They 
would content themselves with being shocked. 


__Dostoyevski’s Grand Inquisitor is a good picture of that particular 
side of human nature—that side of ourselves. Let us clean up society. 
Let us work for reforms. Let us stamp out heresies. Let us keep peace 
in the church. Everybody ought to behave themselves. The pulpits 
sing out with high-sounding phrases about the evil of sin and the 
goodness of virtue etc., ete. 


But are we not overlooking the important thing? What Jesus has 
asked the church to do is to identify itself with all of humanity. Yes, | 
come down on the level of the world as Jesus Himself did. Do as 
Jesus did when He was baptized by John—identifying Himself with 
His people on their level, weeping over Jerusalem, having fellowship 
with tax-collectors and sinners, making Himself a part of that humanity _ 
which He came to save. “* 

One of the simplest devices by which “responsible” people dodge — 
responsibility is this shock they demonstrate at the ane of otherae 
Sin should not shock anyone who has truly examined his own heart. 
and found there the seeds that could, except for God’s grace, grow : 
into almost any type of gross, full-blown acts of sin. Rather, let us — 
pray for one another, understand one another, help one another— | 
particularly when one of us (for we must always say us in the realm 
of sinfulness) gets himself into deep trouble. 


ay 
The church must not show its lofty disdain, but rathe a 
old clothes and walk the streets of men, in sympathy. T put on its 


Yours, 
Serip Sundry 
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Betrayal, Last Supper 
Believed on Tuesday 


Jesus was betrayed on Tuesday night and not on Thurs- 
Ly ‘night as Christians have believed for hundreds of years, 
Toledo, Ohio pastor claims as the result of studies of re- 
ntly translated manuscripts found in the famous Dead 
2a Scrolls. 


Dr. C. Umhau Wolf, minister of St. Paul’s Lutheran 
hurch, also is of the opinion that the celebration of the 
ast Supper with the 12 disciples and the demonstration of 
imility in which Jesus washed His disciples’ feet likewise 
ok place on Tuesday evening. 


From the Scrolls, the pastor said it can be definitely 
tablished that two types of calendars were in use. One 
as a solar calendar by which major festivals, including 
aSsover, always were celebrated on the same day of the 
eek. It was the Qumran Community in the Dead Sea area 
hieh followed the solar calendar. It set the Jewish Pass- 
yer always on Wednesday. 


Dr. Wolf explained that most scholars are agreed that 
1ere were followers of the Qumran sect among Jesus’ dis- 
ples, John the Baptist also is believed to have been a 
ember of the sect. The Jewish leaders in Jerusalem, in- 
uding priests and pharisees, followed an official lunar 
alendar, in much more general use, in which Passover 
guid fall on any day of the week—just as occurs now with 
xed holidays. 

peiccover was fixed as the 14th of the Hebrew calendar 
onth known as Nisan. In the year in which Jesus is be- 
eved to have been crucified, researchers figure that Pass- 
ver fell on Saturday. But if Jesus and His disciples ob- 
srved the holiday as set by the Qumran solar calendar, 
1ey would have eaten the Passover meal on Tuesday night. 


Be cincly, the Lutheran pastor said, his belief that the 
ast Supper, betrayal and arrest of Jesus took place on 
uesday night of Holy Week is not contradicted in the Bi- 
le. While ail four of the Gospel writers, Matthew, Mark, 
uke and John agree that Jesus was crucified on Friday, 
. Bays that the other events took place on Thursday 


4 
Instead of complicating the Biblical chronology, Dr. Wolf 
ntends the discovery of the Qumran calendar provides a 
Bical solution to the “synoptic problem” which has plagued 


sible scholars and seminary students for many years. 


é 

r. Wolf admitted that this “calendric discovery” does 
2 answer all problems concerning the events of Holy 
Teek, but makes “more plausible the shift from Pilate to 


era to Pilate.” 


Significantly, probably the earliest account of the Last 
upper in the New Testament, that of Paul in First Corin- 
lians, does not use any Jewish calendar at all,” he said. 
‘simply says ‘the night in which He was betrayed.’ This 
not automatically imply, as is so often assumed, the 
ht before He died.” 


the Ceeeynak aid he did not think the new discovery 
d cause any radical or sudden changes in Holy Week 
e of the long tradition that the many incidents prior 
is’ crucifixion took place on Thursday night. © 
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THE WEEK AT DANA 


your midcontinent college 


Kaj Munk’s ORDET at Dana 


Film Version of Drama to Be Shown Where 
New World Premiere Was Held in 1942 


The Dana College Auditorium at Blair, Nebr., will once 
again echo with the words of Denmark’s great martyred 
pastor-playwright, Kaj Munk. On Sunday, April 19, the 
Carl Dreyer film version of the play Ordet (The Word) 
will be shown at 3:30 and again at 7:30. In 1942 this same 
auditorium was the scene of the Western Hemisphere pre- 
miere of the play when Dana College students, under the 
direction of Professor Paul C. Nyholm, presented the great 
religious drama. 

It was hailed by the A- 
merican National Board of 
Review as the “Best Foreign 
Film of the Year?” when it — 
was first shown in this coun- 
try a year and a half ago. 
At the Venice Film Festival 
in Italy it won the Grand 
Prize. 

Time magazine, never 
sparing in its criticism, list- 
ed it for many weeks in the | 
“Current and Choice” col- + 
umn. When shown recently 
at the University of Minne- 
sota, the columnist there 


wrote “The picture’s theme ‘ 
is faith. But this theme 


never gets sentimentalized 


or trite. Using common- 
place situations, with pains- 
stakingly slow craftsman- 
ship, Dreyer not only pro- 
duces one of the most com- 
pelling and moving films 
ever made, but also has 
created a living document 
to the universality ‘and 
sweep involved in faith.” 
The New York Post main- 
tained that “all who within 
themselves have wrestled 
with problems of religion 
must present themselves Zon 
this profound experience.” 

The dialogue is in Danish, bit there are eeriniaes English 4 
subtitles, so all will be able to understand the film. a 

Convinced that there will be visitors driving in from many — 
distant communities, not only to see the film, but also to 
see Dana’s expanding campus, the Junior ae will serve ps 


ning of the showing of the film. _ Advance neteee are no 
needed for the film or for the supper. \ a 
The 81-year-old Henrik Malberg of the Royal Theater of | 
Copenhagen and Birgitte Federspiel (pictured above) have — 
major roles in the film production of Kaj Munk’s THE RY: 
WORD, moving religious drama to be presented at Dana > 
College on April ae 
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THE LUTHER LEAGUE 


Greater Than His Music Was 


THE COURAGE OF HANDEL 


By Dorothy C. Haskin 


Part I 


When Handel hopefully returned to England, he 

found the Londoners still in no mood to listen to his 

- music. His Dublin success counted as nothing to them. 

_ It was months before he could gather enough interest 

_ to produce Samson. In it, his courage had produced a 
_ new triumph so he decided to present The Messiah. 


z Immediately upon the announcement of the oratorio 
_ the church objected that sacred music should not be 
4 given in a concert hall! The idea! Was Handel mad to 
_ consider such blasphemy! An oratorio based on the 
_ life of the Christ should be performed only in a church 
_ —not for the general public. Undaunted Handel changed 
: the title to A Sacred Oratorio, and in March 1743, it 
_ was sung in London. The religious controversy kept 
many away. Among the few who attended was King 


2 


_ George II, who at the commencement of the “Hallelujah 


audience rose with mixed feelings of courtesy to the 
2 king and awe at the splendor of the music. From that 
day audiences have always risen at the singing of the 
magnificent “Hallelujah Chorus.” 


_ The courage which Handel had amidst such griev- 
ious defeat, grew out of the inner core of his being. He 
had fought each step of the way, and in a real sense, 
inherited his religious convictions and determinations 
_ from his parents. Both were devout Lutherans. His 
maternal grandfather was a pastor. His father was a 
dour solitary man, who supported his family as a barber- 
surgeon; over sixty when young George was born to 
his second wife, Dorothea. 


He took pride in his young son, wanting him to be 
a lawyer, belittling any interest that George may have 
shown in music. One of George Handel’s positions was 
at the court of the Duke Johann Adolf. When George 
was eight, as a treat, and perhaps also to show off his 
‘son the older Handel took him to court. Young George 
_ lived with his uncle who sensing his interest in music, 
took him to the chapel. Young George listened with 
marvel in his eyes. His soul responded to the beauty 
of the tones, and so the organist permitted the small 
child to sit at the organ, (much smaller than our modern 
_ organs) and the short fingers instinctively found melody. 
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John W. Nielsen, Edit | 
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The Duke heard and the Duke insisted, “Handel. 
your son must study music!” Handel was distraught; 
but also he did not want to lose favor with the court: 
When he returned to Halle with the hope that by study 
ing music George would get it out of his stystem, he 
turned him over to George Friedrich Zachow, the organ- 
ist of the local Lutheran church. 


q 


Zachow could play all the musical instruments of his 
day and had an inspired understanding of music. Fol 
three years he poured his knowledge into young Handel 
even insisted that the boy write a church service each 
week. Handel thrived despite the constant belittling at 
home. He had the courage to say nothing but to start 
grimly on his solitary path of music and faith. 


His father died when he was twelve, giving him a 
degree of release. While his mother did not understand 
the longings of her son, her opposition was not a violent! 
battle but the quiet opposition of misunderstandi | 


This was but a test of Handel’s faith to continue. Hi 
did. Even when five years after his father’s death, hi 
entered Halle University he did not take any law courses, 


but rather those that might help him with a musical 
career. 


ng 


1 
: 
To earn part of his living at the University, this de- 
vout Lutheran became the organist at the Calvinistie 
Church, the Dom. And at eighteen he went to Hamburg 
where he wrote his first important sacred music score 
Christian Postel had selected words for The Passion of 
St. John and Handel wrote the musical setting It was 
performed during the Holy Week, the church week 
that was to be immortalized by Handel. k 
Afterwards he travelled throughout parts of Germany 
and Italy. In Italy he took another step that was tc 
prepare him for the writing of his masterpiece. He sei 
several of the Psalms to music. Upon his return home, 
he was appointed Kapellmeister at the court of Hanoy ver | 


jeers of the people, poverty and comfort, the lon 

of defeat, flattery of success, despair that almost a 

his reason, courage that enabled him to continue, months 
tinue, montl 


x 2 eee 


iL’ whe feo 
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hen he did not produce a note, days when he com- 


eted entire scores in an incredibly short period of 
me. 


Beezardless of the ups and downs of his life, he always 
ad time for others, giving generously to pharity, in a 
ay when charity was an occasional impulse, not a culti- 
ated virtue. He gave to a number of organizations, 
ut his favorite was the Foundling Hospital. Captain 
homas Coran, a retired sea captain, was shocked by 
ie sight of the dead and dying waifs on the streets of 
ondon. He determined to build a hospital for them but 
Suld arouse little interest. Dying children just were 
ot anyone’s business! But he did manage to interest 
achelor Handel, who from 1740 until his death, gave 
n annual concert of The Messiah for the benefit of 
1e hospital. 


‘Handel’s own future was soon clouded again. In 1751, 
s he was working on Jephtha he began to have trouble 
ith his sight. He could work on it only at intervals. 
hree times he subjected himself to the surgeon’s knife, 
oping to save his sight, but by 1753, he was in dark- 
ess. But his spirit was not blind! If he could not 
ompose, he could still play. So he went on, giving con- 
ert after concert, rising to his greatest Saantial height, 
etting entirely out of debt able even to leave money 
cs. 


ai 1759, at seventy-four, he scheduled ten concerts in 
‘little over a month. On April 6 at Covent Garden he 
layed The Messiah, playing to the very end without 
pparent fatigue, then, even as the audience was leaving, 
e fainted. 

3 

He was carried home, a doctor was called, and sensing 
hat the end was near he said, “I want to die on Good 
triday in the hope of rejoining the good God, my sweet 
= and Saviour on the day of His resurrection.” 
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Youth Office Bulletin Board 


THEME BULLETINS 


Theme Bulletins with the “Forward With Christ” 
symbol in color on the front page, and the other 
three pages blank, are available for your special 
Spring Banquet or program. Price, 1¢ each. 


“HOW DO I KNOW?” 


The film strip, “ How Do I Know?”, shown at 
the Men for the Ministry conferences, can now 
be rented for local showing at a $2.50 rental fee. 
Order from your Youth Office. 


SPRING CLOTHING APPEAL 


Leaguers can perform a meaningful service by 
helping to collect used clothing and shoes for 
Lutheran World Relief. Suggested dates are April 
19-26. 


God was gracious! Handel lingered until the night — 


of Good Friday, then slipped away to sing an eternal ~ 
Hallelujah, leaving the world to sing his “Hallelujah _ 


Chorus.” Three thousand people attended his funeral at : 


Westminister Abbey, where England buries her great. 
Handel was one of the great men of all times. After 


The Messiah was performed in London, he called upon 
Lord Kinnoul, who had heard the work and he said to — 


Handel, “It was great entertainment.” 
“My Lord,” replied Handel, “I should be sorry if I 


only entertained them; I wish to make them better.” — 


And truly he did, not only by his music, but by his ex- 
ample of divine courage. 


a 
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International Luther League 
Convention 
August 27-30 
Speakers: Pastor Arndt Helverson 
Pastor Arthur Sorenson 
Pastor George Robertson 
Pastor William Larsen 


Phe 


xis So Cae 
sata ea eal 1S HE 


Sees is 2 


lS ae eR YS Sc 
BY 


THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN 


THE 


HHIKIAAIAIAIIIIILIIIIAA AAA AISI SASSI SASSI SAS SSS SSIS SACS 


Ten Commandments 
for Modern Parents 


1. Give your children the support of love and confidence, 
with appreciation of the individuality of each. 

2. Plan for good times with your children and try always 
to remember how they seem to a child. 


3. Give your children a share in the tasks, 


plans, and 


creative activities of the home. 

4. Look for good which you_can praise more than for 
faults which you must condemn. 

5. Value curiosity in your children and stimulate in them 
the love of all things true and beautiful. 

6. Teach your children the satisfaction of changing ob- 


stacles into opportunities. 


7. Develop in yourselves such qualities as you want 


: your children to have. 


“~ 
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bourliness. 


church. 


: 
along with you. 
4 
p 
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‘ FEARFUL RESPONSIBILITY 


4 am responsible 
for the evil which my encourage- 
ment lends 
to lawlessness 
to situations which shame 
a good woman’s thinking, 
to mistreatment of another human 
being who like myself has been 
cast in God’s very image, even 
though my skin is white and 
his is red or brown or even 
: black. 
_ I am responsible 
if I encourage my child 
by word or deed or attitude to 
hate, 
to express that hate in ways which 
humiliate another person. 


I am responsible 
ga if I give approval to my husband’s 
__unchristian deeds, his violent ac- 


—Royal Service 


ALL I HAVE IS YOURS 
In one of Dr. J. Wilbur Chapman’s 


~ lowing remarkable testimony: “I got 
off at the Pennsylvania depot as a 
% tramp, and for a year I begged on the 
- peeets for a living. One day I touched 


meetings a man rose to give the fol- ° 


8. Make your home a centre of friendship and good neigh- 
9. Share with your children in the fellowship of the 


10. If you would lead your children in the love of God, 
love Him yourself and do His will, and they will go 
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aman on the shoulder and said, ‘Mis- 
ter, please give me a dime.’ As soon 
as I saw his face I recognized my old 
father. ‘Father, don’t you know me?’ 
I asked. Throwing his arms around 
me, he cried, ‘I have found you; all 
I have is yours.’ Men, think of it, that 
I, a tramp, stood begging my father 
for ten cents, when for eighteen years 
he had been looking for me, to give 
me all he was worth.” - 

Such is the love of the heavenly 
Father for those in sin. 


ANSWERING PRAYER 


A man prayed fervently every 
morning at family worship for the 
poor in the community, but he was 
never known to give anything to the 
poor. One morning at the conclusion 
of the family worship, after the usual 
prayer had been offered for the poor 
and destitute, his little son said, “Fa- 
ther, I wish I had your corncrib.” 

“Why, my son?” asked the father. 

“Why, because then I would answer 
your prayer myself.” 


_ Politician: “My boy says he would 
like a job in your department.” 


Official: “What can he do?” | 
Politician: “Nothing.” 
Official: “That simplifies it. Then 


we won’t have to break him in.” 


F°IZR-ESS: IeDae 


doesn’t catch on. 


THE BOYLESS TOWN 


A cross old woman of along ago 

Declared that she hated noise; 

“The town would be so pleasant you 
know, 

If only there were no boys.” 

She scolded and fretted about it til 


oa 


Her eyes grew heavy as lead, >| 
And then of a sudden, the town grew) 
still 7 | 
For all the boys had fled. é 


And all through the long and | 
street 
There wasn’t a boy in view; 
The baseball lot where they used i 
meet 1 
Was a sight to make one blue. 
The grass was green on every ba 
And the paths that the runn 
made; 
For there wasn’t a soul in all ft e 
place | 
Who knew how the game was 
played. 


The cherries 
waste— 
There was no one to climb tl € 

trees; 
And nobody had a single taste, 
Save only the birds and bees. 
There wasn’t a messenger boy—not 
one— 
To speed as such messengers ¢ 
If people wanted their errands do! 
They sent for a messenger man. | 


rotted and went 


There was little, I ween, of frolic 
fun; 
There was little of mischief and 
mirth; | 
The sad town, since it lacked its boys, 
Was the dreariest place on earth. _ 
The poor old woman began to we ep, 
Then she awoke with a sudden 
scream. ] 
“Dear me,” she cried, 
asleep. 
And, oh, what a horrid dream!” 
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When an Englishman is told a j 
he laughs three times: first, to_ 
polite, second, when the joke is 
plained; third, when he catches 

When a German is told a jok 
laughs twice: first, to be polite, 
ond, when the joke is explaine 


he laughs once; he catches on 
mediately. ; ee 


When an American is told a 
he doesn’t aug at all he 
before. 


__ , = 
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DISCOVERING A CHRISTIAN 
MARRIAGE 


(Continued from page 1) 


me science of mathematics, but it 
1akes wonderful sense in the meta- 
hysics of matrimony! 


A Christian marriage is not a 
erfect one, where there are no 
roblems. But it is a relationship 
hat can heal itself when trouble 
loes arise, for at the centre of the 
lome is Jesus Christ whose love 
ind power are able to change the 
people involved. He brings healing 
nd newness of life every day. 
One attractive young couple, in 
liscovering a Christian marriage, 
ecently came to realize that the 
gudget was their biggest problem. 
Zach had felt their tight budget 
ind growing debts were the result 
of the other’s irresponsibility and 
oor management. The subject was 
xplosive and for a while neither 
jared bring it up, knowing the vio- 
ent consequences. During this peri- 
9d the wife expressed her rebel- 

usness by going on a periodic 
slothes-buying spree, while the hus- 
sand bought model trains. 


_ The answer came when they ad- 
mitted, as new Christians, that 
@hrist had a right to decide how 

spend their income. They set 

time every two weeks to go over 
the budget, and to remind them 

ho was to have the final word 
ey placed an empty chair at the 
sad of the table. In a short time 
ey were able to discuss their fi- 
ances without anger, to live within 
eir income, and slowly to come 


it of debt. 


Christian love is the key to a 
Christian marriage. This kind of 
is not blind, but has its eyes 
e open. It does not vanish when 
faults appear, for it tries to see 
understand the other person 
he really is and love him that 


* Ok * 


; * # k * 
I can think of a couple married 
years who finally discovered 
tian marriage. After a life- 
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began their honeymoon. Today, 
they possess the happiness which 
exists when people know what it 
means truly to love each other. 
They are grandparents, and have 
young children of their own. 


This couple took some very def- 
inite steps in making their discov- 
ery. It began with a conversation 
in which the wife chiefly expressed 
her complaints. Her husband was 
hard to live with and touchy. He 
sulked and was unreasonable. He 
was also extremely stubborn. A- 
bove all she was active in her 
church and her husband was not. 
She said she wanted me to tell her 
how to make her husband a Chris- 
tian! 


I pointed out that if she herself 
were a Christian, she had an obliga- 
tion not only to make her husband 
good, but to make him happy. This 
was a new thought. She then came 
to realize that in spite of all of her 
church work, perhaps she had never 


let Jesus Christ have His way in 
her life. 


One day this wife made a list of 
ali the things that she knew Christ 
would have different in her life. 
Then she prayed with me, asking 
God to change these. 


Five days later her husband came 
to see me. He started by describing 
what “a wonderful change” had 
come over his wife, and he asked 
if the same thing could happen to 
him. He became a Christian then 
and there, honestly facing the things 
that were wrong in his life and ask- 
ing Christ to forgive him and to 
change him and take over his life. 
With Christ at the centre of these 
two lives, the marriage was trans- 
formed. 


There is no way even for God to 
change a marriage and leave the 
people involved unchanged. If God 
is to change my marriage, I must 
let Him begin with myself. 


Not long a go a woman came to 
her minister, telling him that she 
was at the end of her rope and beg- 
ging him to tell her what to do with 
an alcoholic husband. Her minister 
asked what she had done to try 
to change him. Well, she said, she 
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had ‘begged and argued, preached 
at him, read the Bible to him, 
threatened him, and prayed for him 
for years. 


“Have any of these seemed to 
work?” the minister asked. 

“No,” said the woman, “they have 
not.” 


There is one thing you haven’t 
tried. Why don’t you pray for your- 
self, instead of for your husband, 
and ask God to change all of the 
things in your life that you know 
are wrong.” 


The woman tried it. The result 
was almost unbelievable. Her hus- 
band never got drunk again. He 
didn’t have to! 


Awareness of one’s faults and a 
desire to change, however, are not | 
in themselves enough. 


A.group of men were meeting 
weekly to share their faith, to dis- 
cuss their problems, and to pray. 
One young man came for a number ~ 
of weeks before he ever said any- 
thing. One night he surprised the 
group by telling them how much ~ 
they had helped him. He saw for 
the first time how unloving and 
unkind and unreasonable he had 
been with his wife and son. He was 
determined to be different from that — 
night. . 


He came again each week for al- | 
most a month, but said nothing © 


more. Then one day he came to © 
see me. I asked him why he had is 
come. He broke down and, with — 


tears in his eyes, said that he was bs 
unable to be the husband and father 
he really wanted to be—that he was 


i 
still the man that he always had — 
been. a 

“Wonderful!” I cried. “Now you | 


can become a Christian cee 
and father.” 


We prayed and he turned his life 4 
over to Jesus Christ, telling Him of | 
all the things that he knew ought 
to be changed, admitting he was un-_ 
able to change them. 3 


Anyone can discover a Christian — 
marriage who will sincerely pray — - 
the prayer, “O Lord, change this 
marriage, beginning with me.” ‘ 


—Condensed from “Faith at Work.” 
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Forward Phase ........:.ccccccccceseceeeeeeeees 
Previously Acknowledged 
Oakland, Calif., Our Savior’s Luth. Sunday Sch 
Sanger, Calif., Esther A. Jorgensen in memory of H. J. Jacobsen, Sr., for Home Missions..... Pe 
San Francisco, Calif., Mrs. A. C. Nielsen for Pension Fund, Indian Mission, Japan Mission, 
Sudan’ Mission, Santa] Mission each) $5 .ve.1..cliccccssccsssescconcsssativessostroapsrnanentaresereneanavssasaastrestonnences=s 
Selma, Calif., Pella Luth. Sunday School for Samtal Mission ............--.ccc:ccccscceccetseeseercpreeentenesenees 
Selma, Calif., Mr. and Mrs. Geo. Jorgensen in memory of Mr. H. J. Jacobsen, Sr., for Home 
AMES OVAG Has oo sai ws Scenic cine o as ci iv Pasa goatee eos pos Seer hu ba tee aeals eset BOS ogg ebamne sired doe WP Rapictae es Slee deat ey Sdn sxe ae Tt oie ae een caters aa eee 
Ringsted, Iowa, A member of St. Paul’s Evan. Luth. Church for LWA ..........: cece ttt enters 
Sidney, Mont., Mr. and Mrs. John Hundtoft in memory of Karl Hundtoft for Japan Mission.... 
Sidney, Mont., Pella Luth. Church, Youth Sunday offering for youth Work ..............ceeeee 
Eugene, Ore., Bethesda Evan. Luth. Church for General Fund $998.30, South America Mis- 
sion: CPastor= Morck’ a’ salary.) = $0500 car cet oper eek ge sore cdl as en cee tage ns ae ge eee er Nar eg neers tes ome pens 
Huscne,-Ore.,.bmmaus Luth: Churchyfor Gemeral Fmd oo iv. ci. cccscs.renscecssccsccesesaesestvyssac¥ensschotvroesencsendnatas 
Reedley, Calif., Mr. and Mrs. Richard Johnson, Mr. and Mrs. Donald Nelson and Mr. and Mrs. 
Ted Johnson in memory of Mr. H. J. Jacobsen for Foreign Missioms ............2..c.ccecceceeeereeeeeees 
Selma, Calif., Mr. and Mrs. Emil Rasmussen, Mrs. Mary Claussen, Mr. and Mrs. Hiner Nielsen, 
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Jorgensen, Mr. and Mrs. Elmer Larsen $10, Mr. and Mrs. Martin N. 
Jensen, Mr. and Mrs. Roy Ostergard, Miss Cassie Ostergard, Mr. and Mrs. Kilburn Smith, 
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Alving, Mr. and Mrs. Burt Bowen for Santal and South America Mis- 
, sions sin memory -of Mr, Henry * J... PAGODSOW SE. . Revert ieinceacdtk osdvncie it ips1 ih wteneres ae ewe 
_- Jacksonville, Ia., Bethlehem Luth. Church for Synodical Quota ........ 
Kimballton, Iowa, Bethany Luth. Church for Synodical Quota ....... 
Racine, Wis., Danish Mission Circle for South America Mission ....... 
Oakland, Calif., Our Savior’s Luth. Church for Synodeal Quota ..... 
Hamlin, Iowa, Hamlin Luth. Sunday School for Foreign Missions . 
_Graettinger, Iowa, St. Paul’s Luth. Church for LWA ©...............:0.0 
_ Bethesda Luth. Church, Moorhead, Iowa, for Synodical Quota. ...... 
Scranton, Iowa, First Luth. Church for Synodical Quota ................. 


Racine, 
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. Trinity Evan. Luth. Church for Synodical Quota 
Atlantic, Iowa, St. Paul’s Luth. Church for Synodical ce 
_ Exira, Iowa, Exira Luther League for Foreign Missions .......... : 

Westbrook, Maine, Mr. and Mrs. Clifford Aaskov to Brazil Miss’on in me 
Andrew Jensen and Mr. and Mrs. John P. Aaskoy : 


E 2 
and Mrs. Chester Meserve, Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Roma, Mr. and Mrs. Whiccn? Devs 


Blair, Nebr., Luth. Daughters, First Luth. Ch 
in Sudan Mission Roti Aa tee 
neoln, Nebr., Synodical Treasurer, WMS 
Pacific District 
Bethesda Luth. Ladies Aid, Eugene, Life Memberships for Mrs. Sophie Ni 

Louise Fischer for Sudan Mission, Mrs. Josephine Hefidrickson, Mrs. Hasel Petes 


nd Mrs. ; ; 
eae a eat $6.76 nc for South America Mission, Mrs. Clara Jensen for Japan 


| : di Piercie a: 
Lydia Circle, Atonement Luth. Chicago, for Japan Mission (theological st 
Tabitha Ladies Aid, Trufant, i fielorat 
Wisconsin eat ar in memory of three members for Home Missions 
; . District WMS for Sudan Mission (Helen M. Jacobsen’ 
, St. John’s Women of the Church, Oregon, for Japan Mt putoe he Pau SL Hite re 
: St. John’s Women of the Church, Oregon, for South America 
e ees eon ber oe a’ Pemrtne iapiy for Japan Mission (M. Paulsen) 
Fa, r p : 
| = Nebraska Moles urch, waukee, for Gen. Foreign Missions 
ees Tace th. Ladies Aid, Washington, for Japa: u 
_ Churchwomen, First Lutheran, Fremont, dapaar Kileoae ae ae 
_ First Bethany, Denver, Home Missions ..................... 
. teats rb pac ty geod Misdions coh foe ane 
a WM: te at hie i x _e seve stttnaseses 
_ Luth: Guild, Lincoln) for Japan’ Mission 7M Penkene Se sen 


TREN OS eee e enon nee seeeneenens 


ee ; as csp 4b oar nnga Woh Auchan c,d eaeerta ee eee 
a ay Copa, Aid, Plainview, for Japan Mission (Ms: Paulaon) o's ante tetn ae 
anish Ladies Aid, St. Ansgar’s Toronto, for Brazil Missi 
ee Pasi'n, Gata henge ' : QT os hs tyonsetath wvcrvean Seen ree ee pees 
bs. for Pension’ Fund he ee Pi Pleat rpc RS ES 
ReOWést. Uanads District 200i other gle RG a 


Premium on Canadian check for $271.89 (Previously sent in) for Gen. Fore 


ign Missions...... 


pe 28-1058 
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Iowa District 


= : : sen for Gen. Forei i 
_ EbenEzer Ladies Aid, Audubon, for Sudan Mission (Wahlgren) ae 


naha, Nebr., Rev. and 
School Fund 


TOTALS 


Not included in Synodical Quota 
Included in this amount are special gifts for Forward Phase amounting to $8,938.64. 


eceived with Thanks. Blair, Nebraska, April 4, 1959. 
contribution of $585.98 from Bethany Lutheran Church, Spencer, Iowa, was reported for 


6 Synodical Quota. $250.00 of this amount is f y 5 
ator Mr Watters eee ount is from Women of the Church for the Sudan 


gift of $28.50 was sent direct to Elim Children’s Home. Elk P n : , 
eran Sunday School, Cushing, Nebraska. eee re ea cee Ons La 
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DUTCH ISSUE RHYMED PSALMS 


‘A-collection of 110 rhymed Psalms 
as been issued by a special commis- 
On representing the 60,000-member 
utheran Church of the Netherlands 
nd four other Dutch denominations. 


 . 

‘This was revealed at The Hague by 
ae information service of the Re- 
armed Church of the Netherlands, an- 
ther of the cooperating bodies. It 
aid that collection was the fruit of 
many years” of work by poets, the- 
logians and a church musician. 

It was described as a “specimen col- 
ection,” to be followed by a complete 
hymed version of the 150 Psalms 
within a year or two.” Melodies are 
hose originally prepared for the 
‘rench psalm texts. 

“ 
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| PREACHER’S QUALIFICATIONS 


The oither day, a member of the 
storal relations committee in a cer- 
nm church read a letter purporting 
© come from an applicant: 

*T have many qualifications. I’ve 
Yen a preacher with much success, 
also had some success as a writer. 
Some say I’m a good organizer. I’ve 
een a leader most places I’ve been. 


Dana College 


Blair, Nebraska 


seer eee 


“Tt am over 50 years of age. I have 
never preached in one place more 
than three years. In some places I 
have left town after my work has 
caused riots and disturbances. 

“T must admit I have been in jail 
three or four times, but not because 
of any real wrong doing. 

“My health is not too good, though 
I still get a great deal done. 

“The churches I have preached in 
have been small, though located in 
several large cities. 

“Tve not got along too well with re- 
ligious leaders in towns where I have 
preached. -In fact, some have threat- 
ened me and even attacked me physi- 
cally. 

‘TJ am not too good at keeping 
records. I have even been known to 
forget whom I have baptized. 

“However, if you can use me, I shall 
do my best for you.” 

The committee member looked over 
his fellows and said: “Well, what do 
you think? Shall we hire him?” 

The others were aghast. Hire an 
unhealthy, trouble-making,  absent- 
minded ex-jailbird? Was the man who 
read the letter crazy? Who was the 
applicant anyway? Who would have 
such colossal nerve?” 


Dr. C. C. Madsen, President 


Please send me information regarding Dana College’s 
Life Insurance and Wills and Bequests programs, with 
suggestions as to general and specific ways in which 
I may remember Dana College in my will. 


er 
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P. V. Hansen, Treasurer 


“Oh,” said the man who had read 
the letter, “it’s just signed, ‘Apostle 
Paul.’ ” 


—Paul Light, St. Paul Pioneer Press ~ ; 


HELP WANTED: We need a lady — 
by May 1 to make her home with us — 
and to do general housework. Good : 
home and good pay in a pleasant — 
community. Pe 


Holger Lindholm 
Audubon, Iowa 


CLERGY SOCIAL SECURITY ; 
FILING DEADLINE, APRIL 15 


Clergymen who have not yet taken 
the necessary steps to be covered by 
social security have until April 15 to 
file the required waiver. They will be — 
eligible for social security coverage — 
if they earned $400 or more during 
each of any two years from 1955 — 
through 1958. However, failure to file — 
a waiver certificate by the April s 


i 


deadline will mean a complete loss — 
of future coverage or benefits from — 
the federal social security program. © 


GUYER AND HANSEN : 

LOANS = 

INSURANCE — REAL ESTATE 4 

Successor to N. T. Lund Co. 4 
‘Blair, Nebraska 


H. Lyle Guyer 


Based on the 
Apostles’ Creed 


BIBLICAL MATERIAL PREPARED FOR USE BY LUTHERAN CHURCHES 


THE COURSE is designed to teach what we believe about God the 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; to help each child understand what the Bible tells 
of the living God; to alert each child to the difference believing in God makes 
in his life; to widen each child’s appreciation of other believers in Christian 


churches throughout the world. 


NURSERY KINDERGARTEN 


Materials include a workbook, activity packet, 
and teacher’s guide for each of the four age 
levels, plus a booklet for the home and a 
superintendent’s guide. Related supplies in- 
clude a Pupil’s VCS Certificate, Church Bulle- 


tin, Letterhead, Offering Envelope. 


Write for a full-color brochure giving 
complete descriptions and prices. 


SAMPLE KIT available. Order yours 
now. Only $2.95. 


PRIMARY JUNIOR INTERMEDIATE 


Colorful use of creative work, Bible stories, 
and life experiences, to give the Creed mean- 
ing for each age level, makes WE BELIEVE 
an outstanding series. Teachers and pupils 
will be enthusiastic about emphasis and wide 
variety of expressional activity, items to make 
and take home for sharing of the learning 
experiences—songbooks, pictures, puzzles, cen- 
terpieces, box movies, charts, booklets, book 
plates, puppets, mobiles, games, ‘““My Christian 
Year” calendars, plaques, cut-outs, symbols, 
and many others. Complete teacher’s helps. 


WORKBOOKS, 35c ACTIVITY PACKETS, 64c (Nursery, 79c) TEACHER’S GUIDES, $1.00 


SUPERINTENDENT'S GUIDE, $1.00 


Lutheran Publishing House 
138 North 17th Street 
Blair, Nebraska 


WE BELIEVE--AT HOME, 12c; 12, $1.20; 100, $9.00 


PLEASE SEND A 1959 VCS SAMPLE KIT FOR $2.95, 


| enclose $ 


Name 


Address 


